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[bookmark: _Policy_Statement_1]Policy Statement
[bookmark: _Purpose][bookmark: _Ref412108002]The Township of Whitewater Region recognizes that elections conducted with fairness and integrity are fundamental to our democratic society. The results of an election must instill confidence among candidates, electors and administrators and accurately reflect the votes cast. Where questions exist to the accuracy of the results, a recount will provide certainty that the results are correct.
Purpose
[bookmark: _Definitions][bookmark: _Ref412108008]To establish criteria that will require the completion of an automatic recount in accordance with Section 56(1.1) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 (Act), as amended.
[bookmark: _Ref412108016]Policy Requirements
[bookmark: _Implications]
The Clerk shall hold a recount of the votes for the candidate(s) in question, if the number of votes separating candidates from winning an office is a variance of one of the following:
· Ten (10) votes or less; or
· 1% of voters who have cast their votes for the office, whichever is the lesser amount.

[bookmark: _Monitoring][bookmark: _Ref412108026]Monitoring
[bookmark: _GoBack]The CAO/Clerk shall be responsible for receiving complaints and/or concerns related to this policy.  
[bookmark: _Authority][bookmark: _Ref412108033]Authority
Section 56(1) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, provides that a recount under sections 56, 57 or 58 shall be conducted in the same manner as the original count as per s. 60 (1) unless ordered otherwise by a judge as per section 60(3).
[bookmark: _Contact][bookmark: _Ref412108038]Contact
CAO/Clerk
P.O. Box 40, 44 Main Street
Cobden ON  K0J 1K0
(613) 646-2282
[bookmark: _Change_History][bookmark: _Ref412108150]Change History
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Schedule "A" to Municipal Election Automatic Recount Policy

Examples are provided below to further explain the difference of 10 votes or 1% of voters who have voted:

Example 1:
Candidate· A 	500 votes cast ·
Candidate B	511 votes cast
Candidate C	559 votes cast
Votes Cast (A&B)	1011

Difference between Candidate A & B is 11 votes and the difference separating the candidates is 1.09% (more than 1%), therefore no recount.

Example 2:
Candidate· A 	500 votes. cast ·
Candidate B	509 votes cast
Candidate C	559 votes cast
Votes Cast (A&B)	1009

Difference between Candidate A & B is 9 and the difference separating the candidates is 0.9%, so a recount is required as the difference between the candidates is 1% or less.

Example 3:
Candidate A	444 votes cast
Candidate B	436 votes cast
Votes Cast	880

Difference between Candidate A & B is 8, and the difference separating the candidates is 0.91%, so a recount is required as the difference is 10 votes or less and the difference is 1% or less.
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